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CGIAR Research Program on Fish Agri-Food Systems

Access to and
control over
assets and
resources

Research questions
address each theme and
pathway, relating to:
• Gendered needs
• Gender data gaps
• Factors and barriers
including norms
• Scalable solutions

Decision making

Gender norms
and attitudes

Key concepts
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Gender research themes and questions

Gender Equality
in rights and opportunities
for better quality of life

Gendertransformative
approach
addressing
underlying causes of gender
inequality including norms

Women’s empowerment
including agency,
decision making and
access to and control over
assets and resources

Gender and
social equity
including distributional

Gender-accommodative
and responsive approach

Intersectionality: Gender as crosscutting
class, age, other social identities

In research approach

In objectives and in gender analysis

What is gender research in FISH?
Empowering women and enabling gender equality and equity through the
potent opportunities of fisheries and aquaculture

Innovative research creating scalable solutions to
overcome gender barriers and
enable equality, equity and women’s empowerment
in fisheries and aquaculture
Enabling food and nutrition security and enhanced livelihood outcomes
through gender equality, equity and empowerment in fisheries and aquaculture

Contributions to CGIAR
Gender Framework

Theory of change: Gender research in FISH
Empirically-tested tools and methods for assessment of:
• Gendered preferences regarding improved fish
breeds
• Gender-integrated aquaculture impact assessment
• Women’s empowerment and gender-transformative
change

CGIAR
Gender

Approach and
methods:

• Innovative gendertransformative
strategies
• M&E and
research tools to
assess gendertransformative
change and
women’s
empowerment
• Interdisciplinary
and mixed
methods
approaches
• Intersectional
analysis

Collaborative
research:
• Leading crossCRP Gender
and Breeding
Post Doctoral
Fellowship
Initiative
• GENNOVATE
• Gender in
integrated
aquaculture
- agriculture
systems (rice-fish
systems)
• Gender and
ownership

Change
mechanism

Research
outputs

Contributions
to thematic
areas:

• Genderresponsive
technology
development
• Women-led
entrepreneurship
• Inclusive
natural resource
governance
• Empowerment
• Gender and
nutrition pathways

Evidence-based knowledge regarding gendered:
• Access to and control over key assets in aquaculture,
small-scale fisheries and fish value chains
• Norms and women’s empowerment within and
across focal country contexts
• Decision making in small-scale fisheries governance
and aquaculture (household and community)
• Needs, preferences and priorities in relation to
enhanced fish breeds, aquaculture innovations,
small-scale fisheries, and fish-rice systems
• Status, barriers, enabling factors, and higher value
entrepreneurial and livelihood opportunities for
poor women in fish value chains

Scalable strategies, models and policy
recommendations for:
• More effective gender integration, inclusion and
empowerment in fisheries and aquaculture research
• Gender-transformative strategies for aquaculture and
fisheries extension and interventions
• Enhanced women’s engagement in – and equality and
equity of burdens and benefits through – aquaculture,
small-scale fisheries and fish-rice systems
• Women-responsive and targeted technologies for
small-scale, nutrition-sensitive aquaculture
• Reducing women’s time and labour burdens in fish
systems
• Higher value entrepreneurial options for women
in fish value chains including in fish feeds, and fishbased products
• Models for gender-equitable decision making in
small-scale fisheries
• More gender-equitable access to and control over
financing and key assets needed for fish production
and value chain enterprises

Sharing
innovative
tools,
methods
b,c,d

Filling
gender data
gaps
a,b,c,d

Scaling
through
capacity
development
a,b,c,d

Research
outcomes

Change
mechanism

a,b,c,d

• Aquaculture and small-scale
fisheries extension apply
strategies and innovations that
address barriers to women’s
equitable engagement and
benefits
• Aquaculture and small-scale
fisheries management and
governance policies and
processes better address
barriers to and enable women’s
effective engagement and
equitable costs and benefits
• Investment in and extension of
nutrition-sensitive aquaculture
and integrated aquacultureagriculture systems reflect and
respond to women’s needs
in terms of technologies and
practices, including innovations
that can reduce their workloads
• Researchers, government, civil and
private partners have strengthened
commitment and enhanced
capacity to address gender
inequities in these domains.

Quality and scaling through strategic partnerships

Sub-IDOs

Capacity
development
a,b,c,d

More equitable and
effective engagement
of women in household
and community
decision-making
around small-scale
fisheries

Genderequitable
control of
productive
assets and
resources
(XC 2.1.1)

Increased
incomes and
employment

More lasting, successful
and substantive
engagement of women
in fish production
and value chains,
including in higher
value opportunities
from which they
were previously
marginalized

Improved
capacity of
women and
young people
to participate in
decisionmaking
(XC 2.1.3)

Inclusion and
equity achieved

Greater equity in
costs and benefits,
and increased
empowerment
of women, from
innovation processes
and fish value chains

Technologies
that reduce
women’s labor
and energy
expenditure
(XC 2.1.2)

Gender norms and
behaviors at multiple
scales that support
gender equality in
these domains

a,b,c,d

Mechanisms: a) Local adoption and dissemination of technologies and management practices; b) Private sector investment and replication;
c) Public sector policy improvement and institutional strengthening; d) Influence on policies and priorities of civil society and development agencies

Partners

Partnerships are key to the success and impact of the WorldFish-led FISH program.

FISH partners with global, regional and national partners, and will progressively build a global partnership network, which is essential to achieve quality
research outcomes and deliver the development outcomes and impact at scale necessary to contribute to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

www.fish.cgiar.org

IDOs

Greater gender
equality in access to
and control over key
assets and resources
in aquaculture and
fisheries

• Government, private sector and
development organizations’
interventions are informed
by gendered knowledge and
prioritize strategies that protect
and expand women’s safe
and just engagement, assetbuilding and generating more
substantial returns
• Fish breeding, technology and
practice development programs
more effectively address and
respond to women’s needs

Development
outcomes

Increased
productivity

Improved diets
for poor and
vulnerable
people

More
sustainably
managed agroecosystems

Enhanced
benefits from
ecosystem
goods and
services

